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PARTNERS

We would like to express our gratitude to our
partners for their trust to organize the first-ever
summit between Africa and Spain. We look forward
to seeing you next year.
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Bridging the gap between
Africa and Spain

Bridging the gap between Africa and Spain,
was effectively the main objective of this three-
days days meeting.

The forum gathered high-level government
representatives to address the main challenges
and opportunities for cooperation between
Africa and Spain in the sectors such as
sustainable development, food security,
digitalization, women's empowerment, and
climate change and also infrastructures and
banking.

Moderated by The Gabonese journalist Naike
MBA NDONG and Jean Noel GEORGES, CEO
JING Expert, the forum panels were dispatched
between two conference rooms and addressed
a number of topics ranging from the need to
take Africa Spain Cooperation to a new level to
cooperation in key sectors like Infrastructures,
urbanization, energy, agriculture, Ports
development, digitalization, financing along
with the prospects of the African free Trade
Area and women empowerment issues.

M. Hassan Alaoui, after thanking the Spanish
representatives explained that the platform
he presides over is a space for open dialogue
dedicated to African countries that allows

the private and public sectors to exchange
experiences, where African governments have
learned from each other in order to favour
integration. The Chairman highlighted the
importance of this first Summit in Spain, a
country that «contributed in the 1990s to the
development of South America and that could
now be replicated in Africa».

The president of One Africa Forums
highlighted four reasons why Spain should
support the African continent: «We want to fill
the gap that exists between Spain and Africa,»
he stressed, with the aim of creating a bridge
that promotes collaboration with the south
and the development of Africa.

The inaugural session began via video,

with the words from China of Miguel Angel
Moratinos, High Representative for the United
Nations Alliance of Civilisations, who spoke of
the relations between Spain and Africa and
Europe and Africa, «<a new pact must be made
between Africans and Europeans, and Spain
must play an important role in this task», he

assured.

Amani Abou-Zeid, Commissioner of the African
Union of Ethiopia, then spoke, stressing that
the Union is working for a united, prosperous
continent and for the well-being of its
peoples. In this regard, she stressed that
Africa is the continent that is growing the
fastest demographically, but also in terms of
urbanisation and digitalisation, and how the
world will depend on the continent in terms
of energy, «in 2040 we will have the largest
energy market in the world», she said.

For his part, Bruno Nabagné Kone, Cote
d’'lvoire’'s Minister of Housing and Urban
Planning, after praising the work of One Africa
Forums and its president for allowing Africans
to talk about the issues that concern them,
defended the fact that «we must look at Africa
as a place of opportunities». On his side, Lionel
Zinsou, former Prime Minister of Benin, also
spoke at the opening session as an audience
attendee. He began by stressing that the
problem is that «we do not know each other»,
hence the importance of establishing places
where we can get to know each other, and
gave as an example his country, Benin, which
many people do not know where it is despite
having 700 km of common border with Nigeria.
As a second important aspect, the former
Prime Minister stressed «having consideration
for each other». For him, relations between
Spain and Africa should be based on an
egalitarian exchange, «not of aid or assistance»,
of the flow of capital, knowledge, green
hydrogen as opposed to refined products.

He concluded by calling for the importance of
the private sector and for Spanish companies
to visit Africa.

The following session was about
understanding the forces shaping Africa's
positive prospects, moderated by Beatrice
Grace OBADO, President AFRICA 2.0 Spain.

In the panel, Mansan D. Diagou Epse Ehlie,
CEO of Group Deputy NSIA Participations

in Cote d'lvoire, began by asking: Is enough
being done to bring Africa into European
cooperation and investment? Africa has what
it takes to be the future of the world. The
African continent has sustainable growth with
countries whose growth rate is higher than the
world average thanks to foreign investment
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and diversification of the economy. Africa’s
economy will grow at 4% compared to

3.2% in the rest of the world in terms of
GDP. Gold, bauxite and cobalt are the main
attractions of European countries that serve
to create the technology of the future.

Alicia Varela, Director of Business and
Investment at the national trade secretariat
in Spain urged that relations with Africa
help to see Africa’s profile in investment.
Spain is a strategic partner because of the
geographical situation. Exports with Spain
have tripled in 20 years and represent 35% of
exports. Imports are around 42 billion euros,
which is 14% more than the previous year.
Investments amount to almost 6,000, which
is 1.2% of investments abroad.

Saad Bendidi, chairman and senior partner
of Mediterranea Capital Partners, prioritised
in his speech that Spanish investment is
there and is helping to bring Europe and
Africa closer together.

Taking Africa Spain Cooperation to
a new level

Mimi Kalinda, CEO and co-founder of Africa
Communications Media Group Marco in
South Africa, explained the tasks of her
company in the world of communication.
«Our company is the first Spanish African
communications company to manage
reputation on the continent. In 2021 MARCO
bought shares. We are a key example of
what cooperation and partnership is, what
it should be». Dhafer Saidane, professor of
economics at SKEMA Business School in
France pointed out “When talking about
finance it is important to look at the history
of finance. We are living a third phase of
banking in Africa,» Dhafer Saidane.

The former prime minister of Benin, Mr.
Lionel Zinsou, mentioned one important
point, he recalled the advantage that Spain
has not colonized them too much, «because
there is a view of colonization that forced
people to consider them as submissive,
inferior, and there is very little of this in

the relationship with Spain. that an Africa
with an overflowing demography of young
people, increasingly educated and trained,
«is the solution for Europe», which is rightly
rushing towards the massive ageing of the
bulk of its citizens.

Africans say they are committed to

deepening their great ambitions, such as
the creation of a free trade area, a desire
that will require many intermediate steps
and many readjustments.

Ensuring food security and the
infrastructure challenges

Africa is not unaffected by the
consequences of climate change and food
security has become another of the great
challenges facing the continent. Africa has
more than 50% of the world's arable land
and must take advantage of this challenge
to develop innovative agricultural schemes,
as several countries stand out as models for
agricultural development. moderated by the
journalist and director of Atalayar entre dos
orillas, Javier Fernandez Arribas, a panel was
held in which representatives of different
agents took part. The debate opened with a
video of Josefa Correa Sacko, Commissioner
of the African Union, who described food
security as «a priority of the first order»

and advocated joint work. Other important
issues to ensure food security, according to
the expert, are tackling climate change and
its serious consequences with policies that,
for example, conserve soils; and supporting
and providing training and

employment opportunities in the
agricultural sector for young people. The
debate was closed by David Garay, CEO of
Indegate, Spain, who also highlighted the
importance of these forums for African
development.

Simultaneously, Jon Marks, the President of
Cross-border Information, UK, moderated
the panel on the need for infrastructure
development and the opportunities for
Spanish companies. Infrastructures are a
fundamental sector for African countries
and an area in which international investors
have a place, although it is necessary to
know the particularities of this continent.
Maria Pefa Mateos, CEO of ICEX Spain Trade
and Investment, and Fernando Bernad,
partner at Cuatrecasas were the panelists
on this session. Fernando Bernad, from
Cuatrecasas, pointed out that to the main
legal challenges for companies investing

in Africa based on the experience of his
firms in several desalination plants and
other renewable energy facilities across the
continent.

The stimulating role of the AfCFTA
and the financing of African
economies
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The next day opened up, with a panel on
the Africa free trade area and what it means
for Africa and Spain. In order to deliver both
the infrastructure and the raw materials
needed to lay the foundations for growth, it
is important to provide import guarantees.
The certainty that is sometimes lacking on
the part of investors that Santiago Muelas
spoke of. «The key is the guarantee of being
able to establish good trade connections»,
because as he explained, «there are
companies that withdraw because they do
not have the necessary certainty of these
exchanges, and that is why these links must
be provided with security». All of these are
indispensable elements in a road map that
will lead Africa to a strong commercial
position and, above all, allow it to encourage
free trade and the free transit of people
throughout the African continent. All the
speakers agreed that it is important to help
growth through development and training,
not to give finished products..

From his experience in all these projects,
Fernando Bernad, partner at Cuatrecasas
pointed out that «providing financing

for long-term infrastructure is very
complicated, and not only in Africa, but
also in European jurisdictions. “It's not

a question of development, it's just that
it's complicated in itself. «<with the rest of
the continent, the approach is different,
with a different perception of risk. You
have to know the regulations, know who
has the power, how things work. Also,
establishing a link with Africa must be a
two-way street. Taking advantage of the
talent of the African continent must be
one of the objectives of this cooperation,
as Pere Navarro pointed out. All of these
are indispensable elements in a road map
that will lead Africa to a strong commercial
position and, above all, allow it to encourage
free trade and the free transit of people
throughout the African continent.

To build strong infrastructures, it is
impossible to not talk about the financing
system.

Albert Alsina, Felix Edoh Kossi Amenounve,
José Carlos Garcia de Quevedo and Aldo
Olcese were the panelists. Moderated by
Dhafer Saidane, Professor of Finance, an
interesting debate was held to analyse

the opportunities and drawbacks that
investors find in Africa, Financing for the
progress of the African continent is a key
issue, but it is necessary for reforms to take
place, for greater importance to be given

to the private sector, for the requirements
of African countries to be made more
flexible, for there to be stability in the
capital markets and for there to be more
transparency and good governance.

Tackling energy issues and
accelerating digital transformation

The Africa Spain Cooperation Summit was
also an opportunity to tackle one of the
most important issues in energy terms.
The search for green energy sources is a
pillar of development which, as has been
stressed throughout various presentations
at the Africa Spain Cooperation Summit,
must always bear in mind the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs). «The renewable
energy sector and the environmental
footprint». A round table moderated by
Jon Marks and made up of Rafael Morales-
Rodriguez, from Abengoa, David Garay,
Indegate; Tamsir Ndiaye, general manager
of ANE in Senegal; and Abdou Diop

from Mazars. All of them focused on the
importance of renewable energies, but at
the same time on the help that the use of
fossil fuels can provide in the search for
green energy sources to take over from
fossil fuels.

«renewable energies are at the top of any
country’s priorities». In addition, according
to Garay, Africa has a good starting point for
a new energy structure centered on green
energy, whereas in Europe the change is
more costly. Abdou Diop focused his speech
on how countries use the energy available
to them. «we are looking at how to improve
our carbon footprint» he added. initiatives
are emerging in Africa that invite optimism
and show that, in addition to being a priority
for the continent, efforts are being made
effectively and will have an impact on
society sooner rather than later.

As said during all the sessions, digital

is everywhere, in the infrastructure, for
agriculture, in Finance, in ports and of
course for renewable energy. As said by
Giovanni Alessandrello, how can you have
renewable energy if you don’t have smart
grids? Indeed, digital is now everywhere
and is changing the way African citizens
are interacting with authorities, merchants,
entities in their daily life. However,

and according to the International
Telecommunication Union (ITU), in a report
published in 2019, it is necessary for the
continent to invest in IT infrastructure

to deliver internet to all citizens. This
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investment of nearly 109 billion dollars will
be used to deploy 250.000 4G antennas
and 250.000km of fiber. This investment
will provide in 2030 connectivity to the

1.5 billion African population. Then, it will
be important to bring connectivity to the
“last mile” meaning the rural part of the
continent or the areas with few habitants.
Mr. Didier Nkurikiyilfura, from Smart Africa,
highlighted that thanks to Smart Africa and
the efforts done by the different countries,
the sovereignty of African nations to
oversee their own voice, data and financial
transactions’ traffic and reclaim associated
benefits is under construction and in the
correct direction. He also mentioned that

it is urgent to educate new generation

to digital and to sensibilize the older
generation to the digital to create a digital
African continent without exclusion. The
Smart Africa Digital Academy (SADA)

is an answer to this challenge. Finally,
Abdelkerim Koundougoumi, from Internet
without borders, said that access to internet
must be a kind of “human right”. It will

be mandatory for the African countries to
deliver connectivity to the population. More
than 60% of the African are under 24 years
old and digital should appear as a solution
to unemployment.

Ports development and
management is Key

The Africa Spain Cooperation Summit also
included a round table dedicated to one

of the key infrastructures of many African
countries: the ports. The round table was
moderated by the Gabonese journalist

Naike Mba Ndong, with the participation

of Abdoulaye Mamadou Ba, President

of the Nouadhibou Free Zone Authority
(Mauritania); Joris Albert Thys, Director of
the Autonomous Port of Cotonou (Benin);
Bernard Serge César Bouya, Deputy Director
of the Autonomous Port of Pointe Noire
(Republic of Congo); Nicolas Andién, Head of
the Business Development Department of
the Port of Algeciras; and Jean René Mva, of
the Autonomous Port of Douala (Cameroon).

According to Andidn, the Port of Algeciras is
among the five largest ports in Europe: «we
are a very diversified port, with containers,
liquid cargo, passenger ships. With Morocco
we have an important cooperation activity.
The Strait of Gibraltar is a good example

of the cooperation between Spain and
Morocco, because, as “

an African port, because we are 14 km from
Africa, closer than Madrid. We know the

African context thanks to our cooperation
with them, which has been, is and will be
fundamental”.

The head of the Nouadhibou Free Zone

in Djibouti is working on developing the
zone and made it on an international level.
There is so much to do in each and every
one country. For his part, Kristof Van Der
Branden, From the Port of Cotonou pointed
out the particular form of management his
Port, which since 2018 has been managed
from the port authority of Bruges and
Antwerp, as the Government of Benin
considers its port to be very important for
the country’'s economy and decided that it
was necessary to undertake these changes
not only from within.

This management has modernised and
digitalised the port, to cope with its needs.
Bernard Serge César Bouya, director of
the Autonomous Port of Pointe Noire,
underlined that this is the only deep-water
seaport in the Republic of Congo, serving
a fairly large area comprising not only the
country itself, but also the Central African
Republic and part of Angola, and is very
important for the process of economic
integration of the countries of Central Africa.

Empowering African women

Finally, just before the closing ceremony,
Jean Noel Georges ING Expert, introduce
the last but not least panel, the driving force
behind the continent’s progress which is the
empowerment of female entrepreneurship.
The first Africa-Spain Cooperation Summit,
held recently in Madrid, concluded with a
compelling session focused on the pivotal
role of women entrepreneurs in driving the
African economy.

The meeting was opened by Maria Teresa
Fernandez de la Vega, who praised the title
chosen for the panel «<because women's
entrepreneurship is empowering African
societies, generating development, well-
being and peace. The commitment

and generosity of women knows no
bounds», she stressed. Despite violence

or discrimination, De la Vega affirmed

that «women are the driving force of the
continent, the agent of development and
the leaders of progress and advancement
in African development». women play not
only in families but also in the economies of
the different African countries, a task that is
not without its problems, as it became clear
that the gender gap is still very high and
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that, although they are very enterprising,
they encounter great difficulties. the
support in all senses that they need, not
only in Spain, but throughout Europe, and
the union of all women, «not only African
women, but all of Africa, the commitment of
some governments that have even created
ministries for women, the supportin all
senses that they need not only from Spain,
but from all of Europe, and the union of all
women, «not only African, but from all over
the world», but also with men.

The closing ceremony ended up with the
award of Africa Entrepreneurship from the
foundation Mujer por Africa to AKSAL, to the

Key recommendations
and conclusions

Key recommendations and conclusions
from the Africa Spain Cooperation Summit
included:

Strengthening cooperation and
investment between Spain and Africa,
considering Africa as the future of the
world and exploring opportunities for
collaboration.

Enhancing financial flows to Africa,
addressing challenges related to debt
payments and the cost of capital for
projects, and making the investment
environment more attractive for investors.

Focusing on food security and innovative
agricultural schemes to utilize Africa’s vast
arable land and address the challenges
posed by climate change.

Developing infrastructure projects in
Africa, particularly in the areas of logistics,
airports, railways, and water treatment. It
was highlighted that financing long-term
infrastructure projects is complex, and
collaboration with local partners is crucial.

Exploring the potential of the African
Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) for
Spain, Europe, and Africa, ensuring the
establishment of good trade connections,
and providing import guarantees to
encourage trade.

Founder and Chairwomen, Mrs Salwa Idrissi
Akhannouch. AKSAL is a Moroccan company
specializing in retail, cosmetics, luxury
goods and malls.

It was also the occasion for Khaled Kaim,
Political Advisor to the Presidential Council,
Libya, to express his congratulations to the
organizers and the opportunity to brief
about Libya's economic situation.

by Mrs. Naike Mba Ndong
and Jean Noel Georges

Promoting renewable energy sources
and taking advantage of Spain’s know-
how in these fields. The importance of
investing in green energy infrastructure
and aligning with the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) was
emphasized.

Recognizing the transformative role

of digitalization in Africa and the need

to invest in IT infrastructure to ensure
internet connectivity for all citizens. Digital
literacy and inclusion were highlighted as
important factors for Africa’'s economic
growth and tackling unemployment.

Acknowledging the significance of

ports as vital infrastructures for African
countries and promoting cooperation
between Spanish and African ports. The
importance of trade connections, stability,
and security in port operations was
emphasized.

Empowering female entrepreneurship
and recognizing the role of women

as drivers of African economies. It

was emphasized that women face
challenges and gender gaps that need
to be addressed through support and
collaboration.

Overall, the Africa Spain Cooperation Summit
provided a platform for dialogue, partnership
building, and knowledge exchange between
Africa and Spain, with a focus on addressing
challenges and exploring opportunities for
mutual cooperation and development.
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SUMMARY

The Africa-Spain Cooperation Summit provided a platform for discussing the advancement and strengthening
of Spanish-African cooperation and business ties. Spanning over three days, the event encompassed plenary
sessions, panel debates, sector workshops, and focused interviews. The ASCS underscored the pressing need for
Spanish economic entities to earnestly consider Africa in their development strategies. The summit effectively
highlighted the potential of key sectors such as infrastructure, digital technology, port development and
management, urban planning, agriculture, and food security, which present lucrative opportunities for Spanish
companies. Spain’s well-established expertise in these domains positions it well to collaborate and share
knowledge with African economies that have exhibited robust economic indicators and impressive growth rates
over the past two decades.
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MORE THAN 80 SPEAKERS EXPECTED !
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EU Africa Spain Africa Digital Energy Infrastructure Food Security Free Trade Finance Women
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BIF Spain
%
Glevanni Alessandrello, Socio y Managing Director de BIP Iberia - BIP Spain |

BIP Part ha participado an ¢l Africa Spain Cooperation Summit en la
ponencia *Digital ks Changing Habits and favaring growth”®

Durante &l events Giovanni A sandrollo comentd la importancia de la
digitalizacidn an el desarrolio de los diferentes sectores industriales, e impacto
de la transformacion digital en la sociedad, v las oportunidades de cooparacion
can Espafia
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= La misa en place du projet d'interconnexion des bourses africaines (African
Exchanges Linkage Project = AELP) qui vise & pallier la trop grande
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Thanks 1o Hassan Alaowi and the entire One Africa Forums team for inviting us
to be part of the AFRICA SPAIN Cooperation Summit in Madrid (8-8 July) and
shane cur insights and knowledge about the continent.

A% @ private equity firm specializing In African iInvestments, we are convinced
that bulding strong partnerships with governments, financial players and the
private sector overall i ey to continue 1o support Africa's economic and social
development. Throwgh sirong collaborations, we are promoting responsibde and
sustainable practices and encouraging the implementation of women
ampowerment actions and climate mithgation policles, ensuring a brighter and
mare prospenses futune for sl

Looking forward to our next encounter!

L-R: Alpert Alsina (Medilerrania Capetal Partners), Sadd Bendidi (Mediterrania
Capetal Pariners} and Majwa EI Iraki (AfricaDev Consulting)

#privatesquity #responsibleinvesting #valuecreation Swomenampowsrmont
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Africa-Spain Summit highlights vital role of women entreprensurs in
African ecanamy
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UIA Union Internaticnale des Avocats
10 k abonnés

(1]

Urgquiola De Palacio, President of the ULA Unlon iInternationale des Avocats |,
addresses the AFRICA SPAIN COOPERATION SUMMIT to present the LA,
wihéch has a strong presence in Europe and Africa. She emphasized the crucial
rale played by the legal profession in ensuring the legal security of
transnational corporate operations, a2 well as in dispute resolition. One Afrca
Forums

#legal #europe #africa Slegalprofession fudadlawyers SuiadRulcofiow

Romeau

10 k ab=onnds

@
&w ROMELU & travds da RSD participa en &l AFRICA-SPAIN COOPERATION
SUMMIT como patrocinador y ponente!

< Santiago Muelas Montero, representante de ROMELU, ha compartido su
expariencia y conocimien1os en esie destacado evenlo que, organizado por

Ot Africa Forems, busca impulsar la oolaboracidn entre Africa ¥ Espafa. El
encuentro se ha celebrado en Madrid del & al 8 de julio.

Los objativos estratégicos del foro incluyen la paz y seguridad, el desarrolla
sastenible, al crecimienta econdmico inclusive, la cooperacién institucional y la
mavllidad ¥ migracidn

Seguiremos trabajando para promover la cooperacion y ol crecimiento muteo.
H

Eric Malet

Gonzaks Lizana Manrigua
Carlas Suria Palop

Marti Roig Gasardiola

Hawa Paraiso

Amand Patrick Herve KONMAN
Paco Sanz

Josd Rormau

Gema Argente Frias

JOSE MARIA MARTINEZ OCARA
Palayo Gil

#africaSpanCooperationSummit #Colaboracidn #DesarrolloSostenibie
#hlianzas ECompromiso #ROMEL #paz #seguridad
#erecimientosconbmicoinclusivo #cooperacidninstitucional #hgracidn
HAICFTA #DneAfricaForums

. wiomaninbusiness, ma
LR

Salwa idrissi Akhannouch, la pionnigre marecaine et africaine du Retail et des
Malls, vient de se voir décernar, lors du Africa Spain Cocparation Summit tenu &
Madrid, le priz de FEntreprenariat féminin en Afrique par Masia Teresa
Ferndndez de la Vega, présidente de la fondation = Women for Africa =

o Dawson Shinners - e & -
\___ International Relations Student
.

A day after graduation, | had the apportunity to attend the three-day Alrica-
Spain Cooperation Summit with Dr. Grace Obado, Preskdent of Africa 2.0 (and
my thesis advisor)! ®w Thare, | got 1o connect with incredible leaders and
professionals from diverse backgrounds, including former Prime Minister of
Banin, Lionel Zingou, Commissioner of Infrastructure, Energy, and ICT for the
African Uinion, Amani Abou-Zedd ais! A<, and CEO of Africa Communications
Meadia Group, Miml Kalinda. The conference highlighted the immense potential
for cooperation bebwesn Alrica and Spain, throwgh topics of food security,
digital growth, and female entreprenaurship,

I'm immensely grateful for the knowledge and connactions gained at the
Africa-Spain Cooperation Summit and ook farward 1o collaborating with like-
minded professionals who share the vision of advancing sustainable
partnerships between Alrica and Spain in the future
#AfricaSpainCooperation

AFRICA
SPAIN
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Cooperatic
is not just 3

Africa-Spain Cooperation Summit 2023, el impulso del “Afroptimismo”

Los Estados africanos buscan ampliar sus alianzas y relaciones
porgue “la cooperacion no es solo una oportunidad, es nuestro
futuro”

Es de consenso general que Africa es la Gltima frontera del
mundo para el crecimiento y el continente del futuro. Africa ahora
estd abierta a expandir sus horizontes mas alld de sus socios
tradicionales gracias a una gran cantidad de oportunidades,

que incluyen poblaciones joévenes, creativas y enérgicas, un
potencial de crecimiento inaudito y una clase media que crece
exponencialmente.

Espafia ha aprobado un ambicioso marco estratégico para su
politica exterior “en y con Africa” en un momento en que otras
potencias han dado un paso atras retirandose parcialmente

del continente. La primera version de la politica exterior de
Espafa, Africa Forum 2023, se organiza en torno a cinco objetivos
estratégicos: cooperacion institucional, seguridad, desarrollo
sostenible y crecimiento en beneficio de todas las personas.

Para abordar los problemas que afronta el continente, como

el desarrollo econdmico, la descarbonizacidn, la lucha contra la
pobreza, el empoderamiento de la mujer, la gestién de la migracién,
la pazy el desarrollo econémico, asi como la promocion de la buena
gobernanza, Espafa ha centrado su atencion en el continente
africano. Como resultado, a Espafia se le ha presentado una gran
oportunidad de contribuir de forma significativa a las industrias
africanas quienes estan muy solicitadas de infraestructura,
servicios sociales, informacioén y tecnologia.

Comprender las fuerzas que determinan las perspectivas
positivas de Africa

Mansan D. Diagou Epse Ehlie, director general de Group Deputy
NSIA Participations de Costa de Marfil, comenzé planteando:

:Se hace lo suficiente para que Africa pueda incorporarse a la
cooperacién e inversién en Europa? Africa tiene lo necesario para
ser el futuro del mundo. El continente africano tiene un crecimiento
sostenible con paises cuyo porcentaje de crecimiento es superior
al de la media mundial gracias a que esta nutrida de la inversion
extranjeray la diversificacién de la economia. La economia de
Africa crecera con 4% frente a 3,2% en el resto de mundo en lo que
se refiere al PIB. El oro, la bauxita y el cobalto son los principales
atractivos de los paises europeos que sirven para la creacion de
tecnologia del futuro.

Mas de 400 millones de jévenes, la organizacién rapida con una
gran migracién urbanistica, en Africa esto genera mercados
variados y estimula el crecimiento. Los mas de 1.400 millones de
africanos quieren acceder a la tecnologia europea. Desde los afios
60 se han hecho esfuerzos para favorecer la situacion econémica y
social del continente. Se ansia por la creaciéon de la moneda Unica
africana.

Alicia Varela, directora de Negocios e Inversiones de la secretaria
nacional de comercio en Espafa instd a que las relaciones con
Africa ayudan a ver el perfil de Africa en las inversiones. Espafia

es un socio estratégico por la situaciéon geografica. Es un paso
prometedor que traerd mucha inversion para la integracion

gue esta respaldada por la UE para armonizar las tarifas y la
reglamentacién con respecto a certificados para que las empresas
vean e interés de invertir en Africa porque pueden llegar a cualquier
pais.

Es un proyecto ambicioso. Africa puede conseguirlo y pasaré a

ser un pilar fundamental de las inversiones. En Espafia se cree

en la cooperaciéon mediante negocios y alianzas econdémicasy
empresariales. Las exportaciones con Espafa se han triplicado en
20 afosy representan el 35% de las mismas. Las importaciones
estan en torno a 42.000 millones de euros lo que supone un 14%
mas que el curso anterior. En lo referido a las inversiones ascienden
a casi 6.000 lo que es un 1,2% de inversiones en el extranjero.
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“Creemos que hay mas potencial”, afadid. Para fomentarlo se lanzé
en 2020 un plan estratégico llamado “Horizonte Africa” que se esta
actualizando. Principalmente consiste en un esfuerzo institucional
gue estd aumentando las oficinas de las embajadas espafiolas en
Africa, como en Etiopia y Camerun. Estdn centradas en contacto
con las delegaciones de ambos paises. La organizacion de foros
empresariales es otro de los proyectos que se hacen para fortalecer
los lazos.

En lo econédmico, COFIDE trabaja con lo publico-privado de
diferentes mercados. Con esto se otorga subsidio para ayudar a

los paises africanos a detectar proyectos interesantes. Los créditos
blandos para desarrollar proyectos de interés mutuo. Las lineas

del sector privado africano, animamos a que se mantenga porque
de esta manera se reduce la carga de deuda de los paises. En
Africa el sector publico-privado es dindmico por lo que se presenta
“interesante”. El 34% de los fondos asignados fueron para Africa. La
inversion en logistica y tecnologia aeroportuaria, ferroviaria, turismo
y tratamiento del agua son las principales ayudas que Espafia
presta a Africa.

Saad Bendidi, presidente y socio principal de Mediterranea Capital
Partners priorizé su intervencion en que la inversion espafiola esta
ahiy esta ayudando al acercamiento de Europa y Africa. Ahora
mismo la situacion es mas flexible en la inversién. “Hemos pasado
de un exceso de optimismo a un exceso de pesimismo”. El tema
mas importante son las tendencias a largo plazo. El ministro de
Costa de Marfil dijo que ibamos a tener 800 millones de poblacién
activa lo cual significa un gran reto para el continente.

El consumo de mercado es estrecho donde la integracién regional
y las aduanas hace que los mercados adecuados sean mas
importantes. Hay numerosos sectores que se benefician de ello. Las
necesidades de la educacion son muy dificiles que sea respondida
en todos los segmentos y capas de la ensefianza. Ademas del
esfuerzo publico es necesario la formacion de la infancia hasta las
universidades. Esto ofrece retorno de la inversiéon interesante y gran
rendimiento.

La salud desarrollo de una poblacidon que se envejece mas por
lo que necesita mas apoyo sanitario. Es cierto que hay una salud
publica necesitada de un sector privado. De forma modesta han
hecho ganar dinero a los inversores.

En el sector financiero hay dos niveles: el primero es la
bancarizacion, no se hace a través del modelo clasico porque la
demanda de los créditos pide normas que pocas empresas pueden
responder de manera permanente, por lo que hay una demanda
subyacente informal que no responde a los mismos criterios.
Nosotros hemos hecho inversion en el sector intermediario y

hay demanda importante. Somos optimistas cuando vemos las
oportunidades de inversion.

A veces es dificil por varias razones: ignorar la realidad africana,
Africa compite con el sudeste asiatico que es mas modesto, pero,
una vez mas, son operaciones de medio largo plazo con gran
beneficio y una dindmica a largo plazo para ir aprovechando las
oportunidades, integracién y estructuracion de infraestructuras.

Mimi Kalinda, CEO y cofundadora de Africa Communications
Media Group Marco en Sudafrica, explico las tareas de su empresa
en el mundo de la comunicacién. “Nuestra empresa es la primera
empresa de comunicaciones africano espafiola que gestiona la
reputacion en el continente. En 2021 MARCO compré acciones.
Somos un ejemplo clave de lo que es la cooperacion y asociacién,
de lo que deberia ser”.

(13 . . .
Las narrativas llevan a percepciones y estas a comportamientos”,
Mimi Kalinda.

Africa es grande y rico. “Africa tiene potencial, eso una realidad”,
afadid. Hay que alejarse de términos del pasado. El idioma es
importante. La juventud africana puede ser un activo o un pasivo.
La mayoria quieren ser un activo y son dinamicos a lo largo de todo
el continente. Africa ha pasado de ser el continente del pesimismo
y sin esperanza en el afo 2000 a tener una narrativa autosuficiente
donde son los jévenes son quienes cogen las riendas.

Es importante saber cémo tratamos las narrativas. ¢ Por qué no se
invierte en nuestros paises y en lo que tenemos que ofrecer? En
Africa hay lagunas comunicacionales que no estadn consiguiendo
aumentar el branding que tiene impacto en el PIB, y la percepcién
global de Africa. Estamos reimaginando el continente para
incorporarnos en el espacio geopolitico internacional.

“La responsabilidad de mejorar la narrativa e imagen del continente
estd en manos de cada uno. Las facilidades de la actualidad para
informar y dar a conocer el continente tienen que ser una parte del
motor que levante el continente. El afroptimismo es el motor. El
tren estd ahi, la locomotora ird avanzando se suban o no, pero, bajo
mi punto de vista, el futuro es nuestro”.

€

)
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Dhafer Saidane, profesor de Economia en SKEMA Business School
en Francia. “Los estereotipos no reflejan la realidad del continente,
hay que ser afrorreaslistas”. Segun Saidane, la situacion se puede
resumir en “un salto de rana”. Nuestros hijos controlan todo. Hay
una verdadera distancia entre los jovenes, lo que es uno de nuestros
principales objetivos. Hay una alta demanda en el aprendizaje de la
economia. Africa encierra mas de la mitad de las materias primas
del mundo.

(13 . . .
Cuando se habla de finanzas es importante ver la historia de estas.
Estamos viviendo una tercera fase de la banca en Africa”, Dhafer Saidane.

El continente confluye hacia estandares internacionales. Esta
confluencia demuestra que somos buenos alumnos de las
desgracias que ha sufrido el continente. Las particularidades del
continente deben ser sabidas. Hay dos entornos juridicos diferentes.
Por un lado, el anglosajén, en el que si el Parlamento no autoriza no
se puede hacer nada. Mientras que, en el segundo, el francdéfono,
hay mas flexibilidad institucional. Hay que transmitir a los jévenes
las nuevas caracteristicas de las transicion digital y sostenible.
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Un sommet Afrique-Espagne du 6 au 8 juillet a Madrid

Un sommet de coopération Afrique-Espagne se tiendra a Madrid du 6 au 8 juillet 2023.
Organisé par One Africa Forums, I'Africa Spain Cooperation Summit a pour objectif d'établir
un pont de dialogue entre le pays ibérique et le continent africain. «Ce forum de haut niveau
est 'opportunité pour I'Espagne de se rapprocher des réalités sociales et économiques du
continent et d'envisager des pistes de coopération entre acteurs publics et privés», indiquent
les organisateurs. Plus de 70 conférenciers y prendront part pour partager leurs expériences
et leur expertise sur divers sujets d'intérét commmun avec plus de 500 représentants de
gouvernements, d'organisations et d'entreprises en provenance de 30 pays africains.
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Africa free trade area: el proyecto mas grande de integraciéon en Africa

La ponencia celebrada en el marco del Africa Spain
Cooperation Summit aborda la importancia de un
acuerdo de comercio Unico en todo el continente

Africa avanza a pasos agigantados en el
fortalecimiento de un acuerdo que unifique el
comercio en todo el continente. Tomando para
ciertos aspectos al ejemplo de la Unidn Europea,
Africa free trade area pretende asentar las bases de
una red de comercio que incentive el intercambio en
todo el continente. Sin embargo, aun queda mucho
camino por recorrer, pero lo que se tiene claro es que
la cooperacién con paises extranjeros es vital para
conseguir las metas. Es ahi donde la figura de Espana
se presenta determinante para poder impulsar

el crecimiento que esta experimentando Africa y
favorecer la evoluciéon del acuerdo.

T
|

g

Es un paso en lo que todos los ponentes que
formaban la mesa denominada “;Qué significa
el drea africana de libre comercio para Espafia
y Europa?” estaban de acuerdo. Una ponencia

compuesta por Mariétou Coulibaly, de la Regional
Consular Chamber of the West African Economic
and Monetary Union (CCR-UEMOA), Jerénimo Falcén
Lépez, senior manager de Proexca, Pere Navarro de
la compafiia Zona Franca de Barcelona, Santiago
Muelas, director regional del grupo Romeu Espanfa, y
Abdou Diop, de la empresa Mazars. Era precisamente
este Ultimo el que comenzaba asegurando que este
proyecto es el “mas grande de integracién en Africa”.

Diop destacaba las aduanas como una de las
principales barreras que frenan el comercio entre los
paises africanos. Y lo lamenta porque considera su
continente como uno que “tiene mucho con lo que
comerciar”. “Muchas naciones africanas no cuentan
con acuerdos de comercio, necesitan aumentar ese
volumen”, aseguraba Abdou Diop, aunque ligando
en todo momento el comercio al libre transito de
personas. Cree que “ambos acuerdos deben convivir.
No puede haber libertad comercial sin libertad

de movimiento de las personas”. No obstante,
actualmente tan sélo una decena de paises han
firmado este acuerdo, lo que espera sufra un cambio
porque, como explicaba en su intervencion “todas las
naciones africanas estan comprometidas, y eso es lo
mas importante”.
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Ese compromiso es al que se deben sumar paises
como Espafa, o al menos asi es como lo ve Mariétou
Coulibaly: “Nos tenemos que sentar a hablar. Sé que
Espafa tiene experiencia en varios campos en los que
nosotros necesitamos avances”. Uno de esos sectores
a los que hacia referencia es el de la industrializacién,
con el que considera existe un problema en Africa.
Por eso, hacia un llamamiento a Espafa, pais que
considera también puede ser de gran ayuda por su
conocimiento y experiencia en términos de sanidad y
materiales de construccion.

Establecer un vinculo con Africa debe ser un camino
bidireccional. Aprovechar el talento del continente
africano ha de ser uno de los objetivos de esta
cooperacion, como apuntaba Pere Navarro. Y hay
gue hacerlo ya, porque no es sélo una visién a futuro,
es una cuestion de presente: “Esta creciendo el
talento en Africa, es una realidad, no es algo de cara
al futuro”. Un hecho que el propio Navarro ligaba
con los Objetivos de Desarrollo Sostenible (ODS), de
los que dice “nos marcan el camino para aprovechar
nuevas tecnologias, proteger los derechos de las
mujeres, y establecer alianzas, entre otras muchas
cosas. En Espafa queremos fortalecer esas alianzas”

Todos los ponentes estaban de acuerdo en que es
importante ayudar a crecer a través del desarrolloy
la formacién, no dar productos terminados. Jerénimo
Falcédn Lépez afirmaba que “China quiere capitalizar
el acuerdo de libre comercio de Africa, y hay que
evitarlo”. Se debe incentivar la produccién en el
propio continente, no que otros traigan productos
terminados a Africa. Es el Unico camino posible para
conseguir el crecimiento, apoyar la formaciény la
cualificacion de las personas que puedan poner en
marcha iniciativas propias, no importar material y
producto de fuera.

Pero para hacer llegar tanto la infraestructura como
las materias primas necesarias para establecer

las bases de crecimiento, es importante dotar de
garantias a las importaciones. La certidumbre que a
veces se echa de menos por parte de los inversores
de la que hablaba Santiago Muelas. “La clave es la
garantia de conseguir establecer buenas conexiones
de comercio”, porque, asegura, “hay empresas que se
retiran al no tener la certidumbre necesaria de estos
intercambios, por eso se debe dotar de seguridad

a estos vinculos”. Son todos estos elementos los
indispensables en una hoja de ruta que lleve a Africa
a una posicion fuerte a nivel comercial y, sobre todo,
permita incentivar el libre comercio y transito de
personas a lo largo y ancho de todo el continente
africano.
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Africa-Spain Summit highlights vital role of women entrepreneurs
in African economy

THE first Africa-Spain Cooperation Summit, held recently in
Madrid, concluded with a compelling session focused on the
pivotal role of women entrepreneurs in driving the African
economy. The event shed light on the significant challenges and
discrimination faced by these women. Distinguished panellists,
including influential figures such as Maria Teresa Fernandez de la
Vega, President of the Women for Africa Foundation, and Grace
Obado, President of Africa 2.0 (Spain), highlighted the need for
empowering women and addressing the obstacles they encounter.

In her opening remarks, Maria Teresa Fernandez de la Vega
commended the panel's chosen theme, stating, ‘Women'’s
entrepreneurship empowers African societies, fostering
development, well-being, and peace. The commitment and
generosity of women know no bounds.’ She also emphasised the
ongoing struggles faced by women on the continent, particularly
their reliance on unregulated employment, lack of access to
education, religious radicalism, early pregnancies, and forced
marriages. Despite these challenges, De la Vega affirmed that
‘women are the driving force of the continent, the agents of
development, and the leaders of progress and advancement in
African development.

De la Vega stressed that achieving a more egalitarian society
requires granting women access to education and allowing them
to bring their business ideas to life. She advocated for providing
support in the form of credit, training, and resources. Highlighting
Africa’s status as the continent with the highest rate of women
entrepreneurs globally (24 percent), De la Vega stressed the
importance of government support for women entrepreneurs,
warning that failing to do so would result in a loss of talent.

The panellists shared their personal experiences and discussed
their efforts within their respective organisations to facilitate
women's empowerment. Marta Maiques, Communications

Director of AFFAEME, a large women's entrepreneurship group in
Barcelona, underscored her association’s commitment to women
and its collaboration with governments to secure funding for
women's initiatives. Another objective of AFFAEME is to enhance
the visibility of women.

The panellists also examined the multifaceted role of women in
African families and economies, acknowledging the persistently
high gender gap and the challenges women face despite their
entrepreneurial spirit. Grace Obado, President of Africa 2.0 (Spain),
stressed the need for legislative measures to drive change,
remarking, ‘We have to legislate to achieve changes.

Massita Gonzalez-Regueral Kambou and Mariétou Coulibaly
echoed similar sentiments. They discussed the hurdles faced by
women entrepreneurs, the transformative role of women in Africa’s
agricultural sector, and the inclusion of women in scientific fields.
They called for support not only from Spain but from all of Europe,
emphasising the unity required among women worldwide. They
also praised the European Commission’s efforts in advancing
women'’s rights and stressed the importance of integrating these
rights across all sectors.

Participants highlighted that Africa’s progress and development
hinge on the contributions of women. They expressed their
determination to continue fighting for equality and underlined the
need for unity among women to achieve their goals.

Concluding the first Africa-Spain Summit, Hassan M. Alaoui,
President of One Africa, the organising entity, addressed various
topics of interest, including renewable energies, digitalisation,
agri-food security, investments, financing, and cooperation. Alaoui
underscored the vast opportunities Africa offers, urging Spain to
turn its attention toward this continent brimming with possibilities.
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Un Sommet a Madrid pour accompagner la vision Focus Africa de

I’Espagne

Le premier sommet de coopération Afrique-
Espagne se tiendra a Madrid les 6, 7 et 8 juillet
2023. Organisé par One Africa Forums, le Africa
Spain Cooperation Summit vise a établir un pont
de dialogue entre I'Espagne et I'Afrique. Ce forum
de haut niveau est l'opportunité pour I'Espagne de
se rapprocher des réalités sociales et économiques
du continent et d’'envisager des pistes de
coopération entre acteurs publics et privés.

Plus de 70 conférenciers viendront partager leurs
expériences et leur expertise sur divers sujets
d'intérét commun avec plus de 500 représentants
de gouvernements, d'organisations et
d'entreprises en provenance de 30 pays africains.

« L'Afrigue est le continent de I'avenir ! Cependant,
pour garantir son intégration dans I'économie
mondiale, elle doit ouvrir des ponts de dialogue
avec le reste du monde et présenter les vastes
chantiers de réformes en cours». C'est ainsi que
Monsieur Hassan M. Alaoui, Président de One
Africa Forums, explique les ambitions de ce forum
dont l'objectif principal est de promouvoir une

nouvelle ére de relations entre I'Afrique et le reste
du Monde.

Alors que d'autres puissances mondiales se
retirent progressivement de I'Afrique, 'Espagne

a adopté un cadre stratégiqgue ambitieux pour sa
politique étrangeére avec I'Afrique. Le plan d'actions
étranger Focus Africa 2023 comprend cing
objectifs stratégiques, tels que la paix et |la sécurité,
le développement durable, I'investissement privé
et le commerce, les services sociaux et I'égalité des
genres.

« Aprés des décennies de relations solides avec
’Amérigue Latine et I'Europe, 'Espagne a choisi de
se tourner vers I'Afrique en raison de son potentiel
de développement dans plusieurs secteurs clés de
son économie. Ce forum permettra

a UEspagne d’apporter une grande valeur ajoutée a
des secteurs prisés en Afrique, tels que ’énergie, les
infrastructures, les services sociaux, les technologies de
linformation et les services financiers, la recherche et
développement, etc...», a afirmé le Président de One
Africa Forums.
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Clase media en Africa

Cuantas veces nos hemos encontrado
con que aquello que pensabamos o que
creiamos que era de una determinada
manera no se correspondia después
con la realidad. O al menos, la
precepcion se acercaba mas a ciertos
clichés y estereotipos que habiamos
adoptado casi de manera mecanica al
ver una pelicula bastante antigua o las
informaciones mas o menos habituales
en los medios de comunicacion,
mayormente la television.

Es el caso de la realidad actual en

cada uno de los 54 paises de Africa. El
continente negro que poco a poco ha ido
convirtiendo el capitulo de emergente en
un desenlace de crecimiento y desarrollo
apoyado en la creacion y consolidacion
de su clase media. La celebracion en
Madrid, por primera vez, del Africa Spain
Cooperation Summit con la participacion
de mas de 250 representantes de
distintos sectores de 15 paises africanos
ha permitido demostrar la necesidad

de lograr una mayor, pero sobre todo
mejor informacion sobre lo que esta
ocurriendo en los diversos paises
africanos. Organizado por la empresa
marroqui One Africa Forum, el estrado
del hotel Eurostars Tower acogio a
profesionales y dirigentes de paises como
Marruecos, Costa de Marfil, Senegal,
Gambia, Benin, Mauritania, entre otros,
junto con los espanoles que coincidian
en unos planteamientos profesionales,
alejados de cualquier atisbo caritativo,
con planteamientos win-win, ganar las
dos partes, respaldados por argumentos
convincentes que situaban a los paises

africanos como una solucién para
Europa.

Ademas de las materias primas, las
tierras fértiles y otras muchas opciones,
los africanos ofrecen una juventud con
formacién continua, con espiritu de
superacion y con enormes ganas de
contribuir al desarrollo y progreso de
su pais como paso imprescindible para
el bienestar de su familia gracias a su
trabajo en lo que ya se ha convertido
en un elemento clave para muchos
paises como es la clase media. Frente al
envejecimiento de la sociedad europea,
los africanos se estan presentando como
una opcion valida y estable que evite y
supere los riesgos tradicionales de mala
gobernanza, corrupcion, conflictos y
escasa o nula educacion y formacion.
Cuando se pregunta a responsables
bursatiles de la regién, o a consultores
internacionales, 0 a ministros y ex
primeros ministros sobre los sectores
mas favorables para la inversion y llevar a
cabo proyectos y negocios, la respuesta
mayoritaria es: todos, queda casi todo por
hacer. Pero sin duda las infraestructuras,
vivienda y urbanismo, el agua, las
energias renovables, la digitalizacion,

la banca, el turismo que se unen los
sectores tradicionales de la agricultura y
la mineria, principalmente. La conclusion
mas relevante de un encuentro que

ha revelado como el conocimiento
mutuo es un factor trascendente para
mejorar la colaboracion, es que Africa es
un continente de oportunidades para
Espana.
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https://youtu.be/bA60D2tL9EO

https://youtu.be/D4LZovV3BL4

https://youtu.be/IZ6AMQMxA2A

https://youtu.be/2_PTM1hTi40
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https://youtu.be/ ghwFNOSQAwW

https://youtu.be/OTLhaZDViiY

https://youtu.be/ztfLOegS4Gg
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